On 14 November 1885 an iniformal meeting of physicians interested in forming a neurological society was held at 30 Welbeck Street, London. The recent foundation of the National Hospital for Nervous Diseases and Epilepsy at Queen Square had provided a centre for the study of clinical neurology and neurophysiology that not only attracted the foremost neurologists of the time, but soon rivalled the Salpetriere and other continental institutions. To read the names of its staff in the 1 880s is to read a list of familiar eponyms. It was natural for them to wish to meet together to read papers and discuss clinical problems. It was therefore proposed by Sir William Broadbent, and seconded by Dr Hughlings Jackson, that a society should be formed that would be known as the Neurological Society of London.
The group met again on 14 January 1886, when they elected Hughlings Jackson to be their president, and Samuel Wilks and Crichton-Browne vice-presidents. The treasurer was J S Bristowe, and the 11 members of the Council included Charlton Bastian, Sir William Broadbent and other well-known names such as Thomas Buzzard, David Ferrier, Francis Galton, Jonathan Hutchinson and Dr de Watteville; the last was one of the secretaries who was to serve the society over many years. The first Council meeting was held at Hughlings Jackson's house at 3 Manchester Square on 23 January 1886a building described by Macdonald Critchley as 'a veritable Bleak House, occupied by the Plato of Neurology'. It was decided that ordinary meetings would be held at Queen Square and at University College London. A list of those who were to be invited to become members was drawn up.
We now come to an interesting association between the Neurological Society of London and Brain, the illustrious journal whose existence continues to this day, more than a hundred years after its foundation. Brain, A Journal of Neurology was founded in April 1878 by Bucknill, Crichton-Browne, Ferrier and Hughlings Jackson, who were all later to become members of the Council of the Neurological Society of London. It was published by Messrs Macmillan, and it is perhaps no surprise that since the editorial committee were among those responsible for forming the Society, Dr Bristowe should have proposed on 13 January 1887 that 'the Journal known under the name of Brain should be affiliated with the Society, and that negotiations should be started with Messrs Macmillan with regard to the possibility of publishing the transactions of the Society in that journal'. Subsequently, volume 10 of 1887 was published 'for the Neurological Society of London' under the editorship of de Watteville, who has been previously mentioned.
On 14 June 1888 it was agreed that the first meeting of the Society (held more than two years after its formation, it will be noted) should be a clinical one to be held in the first fortnight of November at Queen Square or Great Ormond Street, and that the second meeting should be held in December and devoted to a discussion opened by Dr Ferrier or Professor Horsley 'on the localisation of cerebral disease, having regard to the question of operative interference'. Thus very early in the history of our Society the association between neurology and neurosurgery was made clear. This happy union within its successor, the Section of Neurology of the Royal Society of Medicine, has continued to the present time. The tradition of a clinical meeting at Queen Square has also persisted. was held at Guy's Hospital, where Samuel Wilks, one of the first vice-presidents of the Society worked and where he is still commemorated.
Almost at the beginning of the history of the Society, there are anxious comments to be found in the archives concerning the heavy expenditure on Brain, now that the Society had assumed responsibility for that journal.
It is perhaps worth noting in passing that in June 1889 Sherrington demonstrated sections of the spinal cord to illustrate 'certain new views held by him', and that Charcot was made an honorary member on 16 December 1891. On 20 October 1896 Hughlings Jackson was asked to give the first of the lectures known by his name, which he did on 8 December 1897. This lecture is still given triennially and is an honour both to Hughlings Jackson, the lecturer, and to the Section of Neurology, on account of the distinction of those who have given it. It is now given under the auspices of the Royal Society of Medicine, on. the recommendation of the Council of the Section of Neurology. There is also an eponymous lecture in memory of Sir Charles Sherrington.
In 1899 a paper on spontaneous rhinorrhoea by St Clair Thomson was rejected by the editorial committee of Brain unless it could be reduced to forty pages! This may have some connection with the continuing anxious remarks about the cost of the journal which recur in the Minutes.
In 1905 it was proposed that the Society should change its name, and it became the Neurological Society of the United Kingdom. In the same year a suggestion was put forward that there should be a confederation of various London medical societies to form a possible Academy of Medicine in which British medicine would be represented as a whole, particularly in relation to foreign colleagues. On 18 November 1905 it was recommended 'that the Neurological Society of the United Kingdom join in the scheme for amalgamation of medical societies'. Thus on 6 June 1907 it became the Section of Neurology of the Royal Society of Medicine.
From June 1898 until July 1907 the Neurological Society had been tenants of the Medical Society of London at 11 Chandos Street, and this tenancy they now gave up. They also gave up the management of Brain. Volume 30 in 1907 was published for the last time for the Neurological Society of the United Kingdom, and in the following year Macmillan once more took it over completely. However, Henry Head, who had been editor under the previous regime, continued in the editorial chair. All the founder members of the Council became President at one time or another, with the exception of G J Romanes and the two secretaries.
The first meetings of the newly formed Section of Neurology were mainly clinical, and famous names continued to recur in the debates. At a meeting in 1908, F J F Barrington, Farquhar Buzzard, Wilfred Harris, Henry Head, Gordon Holmes, Victor Horsley, Foster Kennedy and Parkes Weber were among those who signed the attendance register. In the following year Wilfred Harris described the first cases of trigeminal neuralgia treated by alcohol injection in this country, and Bishop Harman described his tests of binocular vision. Sir William Gowers gave the Hughlings Jackson Lecture in 1909 with Sir Charles Sherrington in the chair, and other meetings of similar interest were held until the outbreak of the first world war began to produce papers on neuroses, blindness, and injuries to the head and elsewhere.
In 1918 a memorable presidential address was given by Sir Henry Head, followed by a Hughlings Jackson Lecture in 1920 on aphasia. Both are well worth reading today. By 1922 more familiar names begin to appear. Purdon Martin presented a case of scleroderma for Sir James Collier, and Douglas McAlpine described parkinsonism as a sequel to encephalitis lethargica. Cases were presented in the early 1920s by F M R Walshe, Kinnier Wilson, C P Symonds, E D Adrian and Macdonald Critchley. In 1924 Symonds read the paper in which he stated that 'in a number of obscure cases the cause of subarachnoid haemorrhage has been an unrecognized aneurysm of congenital origin'.
The fires of enthusiasm burned brightly at this time, but at the end of the decade papers were fewer, and the meetings became mainly clinical. There was a sense of dissatisfaction and loss of identity which led (according to Critchley) to the foundation of the Association of British However the outbreak of another world war brought further stimulus to the Section, and memorable papers were delivered by neurologists, neurosurgeons and others. There have been too many to identify them individually.
Twenty years ago the Council of the Section of Neurology presented the Section with a Presidential Badge and Collar (Figure 1 ). This is symbolic of the continuity that exists between the Section and the founders of the Neurological Society of London nearly a century ago, and with earlier British neurologists such as Thomas Willis, who is depicted on the badge. The Section of Neurology is an important part of the Royal Society of Medicine. It has continued to be a meeting place for all the neurosciences, and to represent British neurology in relation to our foreign colleagues. These are roles which it is well suited to fulfil, and which must be maintained and encouraged.
